
Homemade Steam-Turbine Engine 
Select a tomato can, or any can in which vegetables or fruit is sold, and 
carefully unsolder the small cap on the end when removing the contents. 
When the can is empty, clean it well and solder the cap in place again. 
Procure a strip of brass, bend it as shown at A and solder it to the can top 
in the center.  
Cut a piece of about No. 14 gauge wire, the length equal to 
the opening between the uprights of the U-shaped piece of brass, with about 
!/2 in. added for a small pulley wheel. 
 
The uprights are punched or drilled at their upper ends to admit the wire 
which is then adjusted in place. Two strips of tin are cut to fit in be- 

 
tween the standards and are notched in the center, as shown at B, and slightly 
bent to fit over the wire shaft. These are soldered to the wire between the 
uprights. A small hole is punched on one side in the top of the can so that it 
will center the paddle of the wheel. On the opposite side of the top another 
larger hole is punched and tightly fitted with a wood plug. This is the opening 
for rilling the boiler with water. The can should be filled about two-thirds 
full and set on a stove. The steam, coming under pressure from the small 
hole, strikes the paddles of the wheel with considerable force and causes it 
to revolve rapidly. Be careful not to set the boiler on too hot a fire. 


